Introduction
hand, and to promote the individual's communication and thinking skills on the other. Thus, mother tongue education should not be limited to mere conveyance of information, it also should have a content aiming to enhance thinking skill (Aktaş and Baki, 2013, p. 3) . Seen from this perspective, utilization of thinking development techniques for enhancing writing skill has an important place in the effective expression of feelings and thoughts.
In fact, on the basis of developing thinking lays perceiving and making sense of abstract and concrete entities. Actually, this process starts with the activation of the five sense organs. Humans recognize and describe other creatures, environment and nature through these five sense organs, evaluate and interpret them on the basis of similarities and differences and come to conclusions specific to their lives. For the development and promotion of informative text writing skills, first, five sense organs should be trained in such a way as to perceive and make sense of concrete and abstract entities. In this training, ways of educating students not hearing but listening, not smelling, tasting and touching but recognizing smells, tastes and objects and consciously discriminating them according to their qualifications should be sought and students should be enabled to acquire the skills of discovering the essence, constructing the essence and restructuring it by establishing entity-perceptionlanguage-making sense-thinking relationship.
One of the text types in which thinking development techniques are frequently used, informative texts are written to give information and they can help develop thinking skills such as discussion, criticizing, comparing. Akyol (2006, p. 160) states that informative texts do not have a fixed structure unlike narrative texts; therefore, they are more difficult to understand. Due this characteristic, there is a need for serious and progressive training to write informative texts. One of the important stages of this training is constituted by thinking development techniques. According to Temizkan (2011, p. 17) , the use of thinking development techniques allows the detailed processing and presentation of the topic addressed in the writing in various respects. The topic is better perceived by the reader in a more comprehensible and interesting way. As clear, comprehensible and effective expression is achieved, the retention of the writing is enhanced.
In informative texts, the author makes use of different techniques such as defining, providing examples, comparing, showing witness, using numerical data to justify his/her opinions to express them more effectively and persuade the reader. These techniques requiring higher metacognitive skills are explained below:
Defining: In the Turkish Dictionary, it is defined as "precisely describing and explaining the characteristics of a concept" and it is one of the techniques used to explain the unknown concepts related to the topic while writing informative text. Defining sentences usually found in the introductory parts of the text can take the form of objective sentences as well as subjective sentences.
As a result of the current study, it was found that the pre-service teachers used the thinking developing technique of providing examples the most and it is followed by the techniques of using numerical data and defining. These three techniques make up more than 90% of all the techniques used; on the other hand, the total ratio of the techniques of showing witness and comparing is 8%.
Thus, it can be concluded that the pre-service teachers do not make adequate use of thinking developing techniques while writing informative texts and they are limited to some certain techniques.
For the development and promotion of informative text writing skills, first, five sense organs should be trained in such a way as to perceive and make sense of concrete and abstract entities. For this purpose, prior to informative text writing activities, different resources can be exploited such as museums and field trips, conferences, films, theaters, exhibitions, videos, pictures, written documents and listening materials. In this way, students can acquire the skill of making use of ways and techniques of defining, comparing, providing examples, showing witness and using numerical data while writing their informative texts.
Applied works should be performed to show how to use thinking development techniques more effectively within writing activities. Thus, students' use of thinking development techniques can be developed by conducting oral activities such as discussions and panels. Moreover, each thinking development technique can be individually focused on in paragraph writing activities.
